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up implementing it. That is not what 
the people in Minnesota are asking. 
That is not what people in the country 
are asking. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, will my 
friend yield? 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Yes. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the time until 2:30 
today be for debate on the pending 
amendments, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between Senators 
DORGAN and GREGG or their designees; 
that no intervening amendment be in 
order prior to the disposition of amend-
ment No. 4300; that a vote on or in rela-
tion to amendment No. 4300 occur at 
2:30 this afternoon, without further in-
tervening action or debate; provided 
further, upon disposition of that 
amendment, Senator COCHRAN be rec-
ognized to offer an amendment on the 
issue of drug reimportation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
CARNAHAN). Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senator from 
Minnesota is recognized. 

Mr. WELLSTONE. Madam President, 
I will take 1 more minute. Other Sen-
ators want to speak. Senator 
STABENOW has been a leader on this 
legislation for a long time and has been 
coordinating the effort of all Demo-
crats. 

Let me just conclude this way: I 
know Senators do not want to be seen 
as opposing an amendment that would 
enable all of our seniors and all of our 
citizens to be able to get a reasonable 
price for prescription drugs. My fear is 
that we will have an amendment out 
here with fine-sounding language 
which will create a huge loophole and 
will basically kill this amendment by 
giving any Secretary of Health and 
Human Services the ability to stop this 
legislation before it is ever imple-
mented. That is unacceptable. That is 
unacceptable. We cannot let the phar-
maceutical industry kill this bill and 
kill this amendment. 

I believe that people in Minnesota, 
people in Michigan, and people around 
the country look at this as simple. I 
have said it before. I will conclude it 
this way. I think this is a test case of 
whether we have a system of democ-
racy for the few or a democracy for the 
many. If it is a democracy for the 
many, we will support this provision. If 
is democracy for a few of the pharma-
ceutical companies, the devil is in the 
details. They will be able to create a 
huge loophole, which will mean this 
will never be implemented and they 
will be able to kill it. 

I urge all colleagues to support this 
Dorgan, Wellstone, Stabenow, et al, 
amendment and to resist any amend-
ment to essentially gut this amend-
ment and stop this piece of legislation 
from being implemented. 

I yield the floor.

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES—
H.R. 3763 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the authority of the order of July 15, 
the Chair appoints the following con-
ferees on the part of the Senate on H.R. 
3763. 

The Presiding Officer appointed Mr. 
SARBANES, Mr. DODD, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. 
REED of Rhode Island, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
GRAMM of Texas, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. BEN-
NETT, and Mr. ENZI conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 
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GREATER ACCESS TO AFFORD-
ABLE PHARMACEUTICALS ACT 
OF 2001—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 
yields time? 

The Senator from Michigan. 
Mrs. STABENOW. I thank the Chair, 

I yield myself up to 15 minutes under 
the agreement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, 
this is a very important second-degree 
amendment that not only will help our 
seniors be able to lower the prices they 
pay for prescription drugs, as my col-
leagues have said. I thank the Senator 
from Minnesota for his ongoing leader-
ship on this issue and, of course, the 
Senator from North Dakota for his 
sponsorship and ongoing leadership and 
advocacy, as well as my other col-
leagues who are cosponsoring this 
amendment. 

This not only affects our seniors, this 
affects everyone. It affects the presi-
dent of Michigan State University, who 
called me about his health clinics and 
his college of medicine looking for 
ways to be able to lower prices so that 
he does not have to deal with possibly 
laying off more staff, which he had to 
do this year as a result of the dramatic 
increases in the health care costs at 
the university. 

It addresses the big three auto-
makers, small businesses, families, and 
everyone who is paying exorbitant 
prices for prescription drugs. 

I want to start by quoting our Presi-
dent, President Bush, when he was a 
candidate for President. He indicated 
that he thought this idea was a good 
idea. He said:

Allowing the new bill that was passed in 
the Congress made sense to allow for, you 
know, drugs that were sold overseas to come 
back and other countries to come back into 
the United States. 

That was what then-candidate 
George W. Bush and now President 
Bush said makes sense. It does make 
sense. It made sense before. The prob-
lem before was that there was an 
amendment added which basically 
killed our ability to be able to do this. 
We know that same amendment which 
is supported by the pharmaceutical in-
dustry will be offered later. There will 
be an attempt to kill it again. 

But we are hopeful that our col-
leagues will join with us in what is a 
very reasonable proposal that address-

es any legitimate issues regarding safe-
ty and health and allow us to open the 
border to Canada and be able to provide 
the kind of competition we need to 
lower prices. 

I think it is important also to reit-
erate that at a September 5, 2001, hear-
ing before the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on Consumer 
Affairs, William Hubbard, FDA Senior 
Associate Commissioner, testified:

I think as a potential patient, were I to be 
ill and purchase a drug from Canada, I would 
have a relatively high degree of confidence 
in Canadian drugs.

We know the Canadian system is 
similar to ours as it relates to the reg-
ulatory and safety system. 

We feel very confident that this mod-
est proposal of simply opening the bor-
der to Canada—and we know that Can-
ada right now exchanges goods and 
services with us every single day. We 
have the largest port of entry in De-
troit, MI, which I am proud to rep-
resent, with over $1 billion in goods 
going across. We trade every day with 
them. 

We believe this proposal will allow 
one thing to be traded which is des-
perately needed by our citizens and is 
not now allowed to go back and forth 
across that port of entry. It makes 
sense. This is a reasonable, modest pro-
posal. 

Instead of opening all of our borders, 
some would argue that this does not go 
far enough; that we should open to 
Mexico, Europe, or other places around 
the world. But we are taking a modest 
step to begin to show that this kind of 
approach can work. 

We want to simply start with Canada 
with a very modest approach that will 
allow us to be able to share with our 
neighbors to the north the ability to 
bring back to our citizens American-
made prescription drugs which are sold 
in Canada. 

I think this is an issue of fairness as 
well because we are talking about pre-
scription drugs on which we helped to 
underwrite research. As I have said so 
many times, $23.5 billion this year 
alone was given by the taxpayers of 
this country. And I support that 
strongly. I support having that be a 
higher number. I think basic research 
into new potential treatments is abso-
lutely critical and is a good invest-
ment. But we are making those invest-
ments. We are then giving that infor-
mation to the drug companies, that 
pick up the information and then pro-
ceed to do their own research and de-
velopment. 

We allow tax writeoffs for that re-
search and development, tax credits, 
and tax reductions. We subsidize them 
further. We allow up to 20-year patents 
so they can recover their costs because 
we know it costs a lot to research and 
develop new drugs. So we let them be 
able to recover those costs without 
competition for their name brand. So 
we highly subsidize—highly subsidize—
this area; the most profitable industry 
in the world, highly subsidized by 
American taxpayers. 
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